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September 18, 1981 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
8439 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Julian: 

You asked for a list of ny half-cent collection, and I am giving 
you rather more than you asked for. 

The Bill Smith form is the best one-page variety list for half 
cents, and I have listed the grade of my best specimen for each 
variety. In some cases, I have listed additional specimens of 
die states, error coins, etc, althou^ these are not of particular 
interest to you. The grades listed in brown on this page for the 
proof only dates are the grades you gave these sepcimens w'.en you 
graded my coins here in St. Louis. The red circles on this page 
indicate the most obvious holes or potentials for improvement. 

The second list is Roger Cohen's four-year-old condition census 
which appeared in Penny-Wise . Although this condition censtis is 
somewhat obsolete, it still forms a pretty good framework for 
evaluating whether upgrading a particular variety is realistically 
possible. On this list, the ntmibers in green indicate the grade 
that I have been carrying for my best specimen. In cases where 
you also saw this same specimen, I have listed the grade you 
assigned to it in brown. As you will see, some are higher, some 
are lower, and many the same. This will also help you evaluate 
the range of grades you nd^t possibly assign to other specimens 
whidi I have graded but which you did not see. 

Similarly, there is a want list which partially di;q)licates the 
earlier lists but which is more complete as to certain die states, 
etc. 


Veiy sincerely. 


rmt 


Bernard Edison 


P.S. After I showed Eric the copy of Hilt's book which you had 
suggested I biy, he ordered one also. He found it 
interesting; and as you migjit expect, had some sharp 
questions. A copy of his letter is enclosed. 
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January 29, 1982 


Mr. Julian Leidinan 
8439 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, M) 20910 


Dear Julian: 

The auction lots in the Robison sale that I am interested in 
bidding on are as follows: 




There are a few other lots, as well, for which I would be 
particularly interested in having your grading evaluation. 


These are: 


3b‘7,330, 6 



I will be looking forward to your call at home around 6 p.m. 
New York time on the 10th. 


Very sincerely. 


Bernard Edison 
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W- I^ss niij 

, 0 ^ 





BCC: Eric P. Newman 


BERNARD A. EDISON 

#30 Southmoor Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
January 15, 1985 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
8439 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

This is to confirm our conversation regarding the loan 
I made to you last summer. 

This loan was made for the purpose of your buying the 
Bareford coins for me as my agent and was satisfied 
shortly thereafter when you delivered the coins to 
me. 

Please initial and return a copy of this memo confirming 
your understanding of the transaction. 


Very sincerely. 


Bernard Edison 


rmt 



JULIAN LEIDMAN 

8439 GEORGIA AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20910 


(301)585-8467 
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June 11, 1990 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


son NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020. ST. LOUIS. MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
8433 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Julian: 

Thanks for letting me see the enclosed 1804 half cent. I have 
one in the identical grade, with exactly the same state of the 
die breaks. 

/ The counter-stamped 1802 is very interesting. 

ksL&p J 


Sincerely, 



Bernard Edison 


mb 


Enclosure 


LEIDMAN, LIMITED 
8433 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
(301) 585-8467 


September 17, 1990 


Re: Chesapeake Rare Coin Fund, Limited Partnership 


Dear Prospective Investor: 

With the arrival of the fall season, Chesapeake Rare Coin Fund, Limited 
Partnership ("Chesapeake") will begin to actively market and sell to investors up to 120 
limited partnership units (the "Units") at a purchase price of $25,000.00 per Unit. As you 
may recall from the Confidential Offering Memorandum of Chesapeake delivered to you 
earlier this year, Chesapeake intends to raise up to $3,000,000.00 for investment in rare 
U.S. and foreign coins and other numismatic items. 

You should be aware of various changes to the Offering designed to make it more 
attractive to investors. Enclosed is a Supplement to the Confidential Offering 
Memorandum of Chesapeake describing these changes. Of most significance, the 
percentages of distributions to the investor limited partners have been increased to afford 
investors greater rights to participate in the profits of Chesapeake. Generally, all cash 
will be distributed 99% to the limited partners until they have been paid back their 
original contribution plus a preferred, compounded return of 8% per annum. Thereafter, 
the cash will be distributed 75% to the limited partners and 25% to the general partner. 
Additional changes to the terms of the Offering are contained in the Supplement. 

Chesapeake is in the process of making arrangements for a meeting to give 
prospective investors the opportunity to personally meet with management of Chesapeake 
and discuss its investment objectives. Invitations will be limited to a select group of 
prospective investors seriously interested in participating in Chesapeake. 

If you would like more information about this opportunity, please contact me at 
the address or telephone number listed above. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 





EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON 


April 30, 1991 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
8433 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

The enclosed check is for the two half cents you sent me on 
approval last month. The 1794 is not an undertype. It was 
struck from severely clashed dies, which are illustrated clearly 
in Walter's half cent book. However, it happens to be an unusually 
late state of the dies which I did not have. Thanks for giving 
me an opportunity to acquire it. 


Sincerely, 



Bernard Edison 


mb 


Enclosure 
($3,025 check) 


R5C 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


S01 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON 


October 3, 1991 


VIA REGISTERED 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
8433 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

Enclosed is the 1794 C-9 half cent without edge letters. Based 
on the lack of a ring, I now think it is an electro. I am enclosing 
the invoice which included this coin. I weighed this coin as 
you suggested. It is approximately 105 grains, which is very 
close to the official standard. However, actual 1794s show 
a rather substantial variation in weight. At that time, they 
didn't bother to file overweight copper planchets in the same 
manner that they did for the silver and gold coins. I have 
never seen a half cent with adjustment marks. 

Please feel free to make an edge cut or any other test that 
you want to verify that it is not a genuine coin. If it turns 
out to be a mint product without the edge letters, the edge 
cut will not significantly affect its value as an error coin. 


Si 



Bernard Edison 


mb 


Enclosures 


10/15/91 - BE spoke with Mr. Leidman last week, 
sure it is an electro. He will compare it som< 


i Mr. Leidman last week. JL is not 
He will compare it some more to other 


coins. 




Julian Leidmau 

8433 GEORGIA AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 

( 301 ) 585 - 8467 
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JULIAN LEIDMAN 

8433 GEORGIA AVENUE 
SILVER SPRING. MARYLAND 20910 


NEW ADDRESS: 

940 Wayne Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
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DEALER IN RARE COINS 



SHERIDAN DOWNEY, Numismatist 


800 Financial Center Building • 405 14th Street, Suite 800 • Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel.: 510-444-4000/510-839-2066 • FAX 510-451-5961 
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JULIAN LEIDMAN 


For your information! I don't know 
where he picked up the name of "Ralph" 
for "R," but I suppose it is as good 
as any other. 

Note that I chose the word "undisputed" 
carefully rather than "genuine." If 
either of us is in doubt about the proof 
status of a proof coin, it is no 
longer undisputed. However, there 
could be an argument about whether it 
is genuine. 


FROM THE DESK OF R. TETTENHORST 



SHERIDAN DOWNEY, Numismatist 



800 Financial Center Building • 405 14lh Street, Suite 800 • Oakland, CA 94612 
Tel.: 510-444-4000/510-839-2066 • FAX 510-451-5961 


FIXED PRICE LIST — AND A CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 

June, 1992 

Another landmark sale is past. Richard Pugh's set went under the 
hammer on May 31st at Superior Galleries in Beverly Hills, CA. Here are 
the highlights: 1805 0.114 R.8 (2 known) VG, $15,400; 1827 0.148 R.7, VF 
and XF, $12,210 and $14,300 [there is no significant difference in the die 
states of these coins, though the XF was plated in Overton's 3rd ed. as a 
"148a") ; 1827 0.137 R. 6, CH XF, $11,000; 1830 Large Letters 0.114 R.6, PCGS 
AU 58, $10,450; and 1817 0.104 R.6, PCGS XF 40, $10,450. Richard 
"cherried" all but the 1830 0.114 - a $3,500 "bargain" from one of my 1987 
Price Lists. Each of these high powered busties sold on the floor to a 
collector, some of whom were represented by agents. Kudos to Superior and 
especially to Jim Matthews for fair grading and a fine job of cataloging 
the collection. 

The Orlando, FL ANA Convention fast approaches. PNG Day is Tuesday, 
August 11, 1992. The Convention runs through Sunday August 16, 1992. You 
will find me at Table 836, harboring lots and lots of bust half dollars. 
From Tuesday through Saturday you may preview the auction lots consigned 
to Mail Bid No. 7. The auction will close at noon EST on Saturday, August 
15, 1992. 

And here is the best part — vour coins may be included in the sale. 
A complete run of 1827 R.5's, in nice shape, is already on hand. We can 
use plenty of other nice material, especially pre-1823 dates in CH VF, XF, 
AU or UNC and, as always, R.4's and R.5's of any date or grade. We've had 
great success with our past sales and expect no disappointment this go 
around. Please pick up your phone or pen and let me know what you have. 
Single coins or entire collections are equally welcome. The deadline is 
July 15, 1992. But don't wait lantil then. If you are not in the selling 
mode, we're still friends! And I hope that you will find a few goodies in 
the following list of recent acquisitions and survivors from the May 25th 
Coin World ad. 


Happy Hunting, 



P.S. Reminder. The nice coins invariably go to those who make prompt and 
judicious use of the TELEPHONE. Order phone is 510-839-2066, 8:00 am - 
8:00 pm, 7 days/week. I will, however, be out of town from Saturday June 
20th through Tuesday June 23rd (trying to gather in some more Busties in 
NYC). If you miss me, just leave a message on the recorder. 
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TERMS OF SALE 


1. All coins guaranteed genuine and properly attributed. Rarity 
indications for Bust Half Dollars are those published in the 1990 
revision (3rd edition), of Overton's standard reference work. 

2. Coins stored in bank vault. Viewing by appointment only. 

3. Personal checks accepted. Please allow 4 bank days to clear. Checks 

returned same day received if your selection has been sold. 

4. Coins available on approval or lay-away with appropriate 
references. 

5. You may return any coin for any reason within 7 days of your receipt . 

6. California residents must add 8.25% sales tax UNLESS your order exceeds 

$ 1 , 000 . 

7. Postage and costs of registered mail will be added to all invoices. 
Mailing envelopes make no reference to coins or numismatics. 

8. Special order-phone: 1-510-839-2066, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 7 days/week. 
Call COLLECT if your order exceeds $100. 


FIXED PRICE LIST - JUNE. 1992 


Date/Var/Raritv/Grade 

1794 0.101 R.4 VG 8 


1795 0.119 R.4 VF 20 


1795 0.123 R.6++ F.15 


Description 

Color ANACS certif. accompanies, VG 8/8. 
Natural grey/brown toning with attractive 
iridescence. No surface problems or rim 
dings. Perfect for date or type. $995 

Light grey, a bit darker at peripheries. 
Full detail in tail feathers and right 
wing with nice surfaces and eye appeal. 
Tough date in this grade. $1350 

ANACS Cache. Truly choice, light to med¬ 
ium grey. Adjustment marks cross hair 
at ear level but do not extend to cheek. 
This is a MAJOR rarity, with perhaps 7 
to 10 pieces known. Offered but twice 
in the spate of auctions from 1988-92. 
(Blevins'was a gd. and Pugh had a scrat¬ 
ched fine [catalogued "VF"].) This 
example is a new one, found at the 
recent Long Beach show by a savvy dealer. 
First caller gets it!! $2500 
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Date/Var/Rarity/Grade 

1803 0.101 R.3 XF 40 

1803 0.101 R.3 VF 20+ 

1805 0.111 R.3 VF 30 


1806 0.120 R.3 XF 40 


1807 0.102 R.2 VF 20 
Draped Bust 

1807 50/20 0.112 R.l XF 40+ 
Capped Bust 


1807 Lg. Stars 0.114 R.3 


Description 

Large 3. Fully struck with plenty of 
luster. Mostly brilliant with the usual 
smattering of hairlines. Nice! $595 

Large 3. Especially handsome pearl-grey 
toning. Evenly struck with excellent eye 
appeal. $295 

Ex Robison (Stack's, 1982) and James 
Brilliant collections, with gorgeous 
original toning - the sort often seen in 
old time collections. A special coin for 
the date, type or variety. $349 

Early die state with scads of luster. 
Curls near brow are softly struck. 
Mostly brilliant with light rust toning 
at rims. Pretty. $450 

Thick grey/brown patina that bespeaks 
originality. Evenly struck. $275 

Early die state with crisp, narrow 
dentils and just a hint of weakness in 
the neck curl and left wing. Soft grey 
centers, darker at rims. $395 

PCGS AU 50. Amazing luster for an '07! 
Perfectly centered and as well struck as 
this issue is likely to come. I've 
handled 2 other AU's in 10 years, not 
counting the Pugh coin (which I sold him 
as a Ch XF; it slabbed AU 50 after RP 
bought it and brought $1970 last month) . 
This example is at least 5 points better. 
Off the market for years, while reposing 
in a first-year-of-type set. Brilliant 
with light rose toning above cap, from 
stars 5-9. RARE! $2,050 


1807 Lg. Stars 0.114 R.3 VF 20 Two pieces available. Both are light 

grey with the usual wealcness at top of 
left wing. Decent eye appeal. $225 

1810 0.103 R.2 VF 30/XF 40 Split grade reflects slight weakness at 

clasp and neck curl. Otherwise a solid 
XF with handsome original toning. Ex 
Pugh collection. $125 
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Date/Var/Raritv/Grade 

1813 0.102 R.4+ VF 35 


1813 0.104 R.4 VF 30 


1813 0.105a R.3? VF 20 


1814 0.105 R.2 XF 40+ 


1814 O.105a R.4+ F.15 
Single Leaf 

1815/2 0.101 R.2 NGC AU 53! 


1815/2 0.101 R.2 VF 30+ 


1817/3 0.101 R.2 XF 40 


1817 O.103a R.3 AU 50 


Description 

Another XF downgraded because of a worn 
obverse die. Soft luster throughout. 
Toned an even med. grey. Very tough 
in decent shape! $175 

Too much luster for the grade but, again, 
assigned grade reflects die wear. This 
piece has a fresh staple scratch above 
star 7 to front of cap. Ex James 
Brilliant collection. Scarce. $45 

The reverse die is a mess. Nearly impos¬ 
sible to attribute from Overton's 2nd ed. 
as the die state was lanknown to A1 O. 
Described but not plated in the 3rd ed. 
and missing from the Pugh collection. 
Light grey with luster. $80 

Ex B & M's Frontenac Sale which included 
some of J. Brilliant's coins. Graded XF 
45/AU 50 (lot 3468 @ $275, with flip.) 

A lovely coin well worth....$160 

Light grey, no problems. Toning spot at 
7 o'clock rev. rim. Scarce and popular 
subvar iety. $ 7 5 

Absolutely no striking weaknesses. The 
left wing is as sharp as the right. Even 
luster under pearl grey toning with hints 
of proof-like surfaces and cameo centers. 
Overrated date in lower grades - not in 
AU. Uncovered at the Dallas ANA with no 
pedigree to accompany. Call!! $5,800 

Every time I pull this coin I want to say 
XF. The next owner will bow to temptation 
- mark my words. A thoroughly pleasing 
example with original toning and no 
surface or striking problems. $1895 

A lovely coin. Iridescent album toning, 
favoring the greens and blues, with 
sprinkles of copper and luster. Very 
choice for assigned grade. $575 

Mandatory blunt impression at curls and 
top of left wing. Even, slightly subdued 
luster. Not as flashy as Pugh's AU 55 
0.103 (§ $891!) but nice. $275 
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Date/Var/Raritv/Grade 

1818 0.110 R.4++ F.12 


Description 


1819/8 0.102 R.2 XF 45+ 
Large 9 

1820 0.106 R.l XF 45 
Sq. 2, no knob 

1821 0.101 R.l XF 45 


1822/1 0.101 R.l PCGS MS 63 
Condition Census 


1822/1 0.101 R.l AU 50 


1822 0.106a R.4 XF 45 


1822 0.109 R. PCGS MS 63 
Condition Census 


1823 0.102 R.4+ VF 20/30 
Patched 3 


1823 0.104 R.3 NGC AU 55 


For those who missed the VF in the Coin 
World ad (about 10 of you!), here's a 
chance to fill that hole. Once cleaned 
now medium grey. A toughie! $99 

Soft lustrous grey toning. The reverse 
makes AU. Ex Pugh collection. $225 

The date everyone wants - and in NICE 
shape. Silver centers, 75% luster with 
obverse rims toned red and blue. $340 

Original. With a lovely veneer of light 
rose and blue toning. A prize for the 
next owner. Ex Pugh collection. $225 

The prettiest coin in this offering and 
one of just 2 MS 63's slabbed by PCGS, 
with none higher. (I may be wrong, but 
2 or 3 years ago I saw another "22/1" in 
a 63 slab - it was an 0.106! So, maybe, 
this is the only one around.) This piece 
exhibits shimmering concentric rings of 
red, green, turquoise and blue toning. 
Eye appeal such as this is generally re¬ 
served for 64's and 65's. No. 3 in 
Parsley's Condition Census. $4250 

ANACS Cache. Flashy! Dipped a few years 
back, with a light toning streak travers¬ 
ing the reverse. Frosty luster. $725 

Once dipped. Now a soft grey with enough 
luster for a 45. Couple bag marks on and 
before neck. Scarce, especially in high 
grade. Ex Pugh collection. $195 

Full frosty luster with winning eye 
appeal. Newly slabbed and now tied with 
one other MS 63 in Parsley's Condition 
Census. $1500 

Another R.4 from the Pugh collection. 
Naturally toned a medium to dark grey. 
Very tough R.4. $149 

A choice AU with unbroken luster in the 
fields. Silver with golden highlights. 
Original. $325 
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Date/Var/Rarity/Grade 
1824/var.dates 0.103 XF 40+ 


Description 


1824 0.107 R.2 VF 30 


1824 0.108a R.2 NGC MS 63 
Condition Census 


1824/4 0.110 R.2 NGC MS 64 
Condition Census 


1827/6 0.103 R.4+ VF 20 

1827 0.117 R.3 XF 45 

1827 0.128 R.3 XF 40/45 

1829 O.104a R.4 F.15 

1832 0.101 R.2 AU 50/55 
Large Letters 


Surprisingly tough to find above VF. 
This is an original coin with terrific 
eye appeal. Thick iridescent toning on 
the reverse, somewhat lighter on the 
obverse. Considerable luster. $130 

A sneaky coin. Looks dirty, then one 
realizes that no one has ever fussed with 
its surfaces or natural toning. Plenty 
of luster lurks under the grey and brown 
patina. Nice! Ex Pugh. $75 

Handsome original toning favoring the 
autumn colors. Strong underlying luster. 
Ever notice all the "extra" feathers and 
curls on this variety? Unique, I 
believe, in the Turban Head series. This 
example is well struck, exhibiting an 
especially "woolly eagle." No. 2 in the 
Parsley Condition Census. $1375 

The only UNC graded by either service. 
This may be a lie. PCGS does not 
recognize the 4/4 as a distinct variety 
so who knows how many of their regular 
1824's are 0.110's or 0.109's? In all 
events this the only NGC UNC [as of 
it's last report] and stands as no.4 on 
Don Parsley's Condition Census. More 
significantly, this is a nice coin: 
thick luster under antique brown and 
pearl grey toning. Sharp strike and well 
centered. A true gem. $3,250 

Pleasing original coin. Medium grey. 
Typical soft impression. $59 

Deep original toning over pristine 
surfaces. A connoissexor's delight. $130 

Another handsome coin from the Pugh 
collection. Loads of luster under the 
protective grey patina. $115 

No problems, just wear. Scarce. $39 

Spider web thin die break does not yet 
touch olive leaves. Ex Pugh's 

"Redbook" set of top AU's. Mostly 
brilliant. Flashy. $195 
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JULIAN LEIDMAN 


8433 GEORGIA AVENUE 
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DEALER IN RARE COINS 









BERNARD EDISON 


May 17, 1993 


EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 

501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST, LOUIS, MO 63178 


Mr. Julian Leidman 

940 Wayne Avenue 

Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

I have returned to you the 1853 quarter and dollar that you 
sent me. On the attached sheet, I have compared my observations 
of the three quarters. My reference was the Walter Breen 
Encyclopedia on United States Proof Coins . 

I had a hard time seeing some of the die file marks through 
the plastic. In some cases, this is probably because they weren't 
there, but I am not sure. 

In general, my conclusion is that the one you sent me is clearly 
a proof. The first coin I had is probably not a proof. The 
second coin I obtained, which has the most proof surface of 
the three, probably is a proof as well. 


Sincerely, 


Bernard Edison 


mb 


Enclosure 
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4/25/94 


PETER: 

Julian Leidman was very appreciative. 
We received this on April 18; 

April 15 was his visit to the 

store. Fast response, and fast action 

by the post office as well! 



P.S. I also noticed that Mr. 
Leidman sent you a note as well. 
I'll be sure and show it to Mr. 
Edison upon his return. 




from THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 



JULIAN LEIDMAN 

IN i aggruMA iWtctiUE - 
SILVER SPRING. MARYLAND 20910 


NfVVAODR^S: 
940 Wayne-A 
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DEALER IN RARE COINS 




EDISON BROTHERS STORES INC. 


501 NORTH BROADWAY, P. O. BOX 14020, ST. LOUIS, MO 63178 


BERNARD EDISON 


April 28, 1994 


Mr. Julian Leidraan 

940 Wayne Avenue 

Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

Would you be kind enough to mail a check to Denis Loring for 
$38,500? The cover note can describe it as "Purchase of 1852 
proof large cent NGC slabbed 65 red." 

I have a phone message to call you on Monday. When I do so, 
we can discuss this transaction. 


Sincerely, 



Bernard Edison 


mb 


Enclosure 


($38,500 check) 









R. TETTENHORST 
P. O. Box 14020 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63178 


September 27, 1995 


Mr. Julian Leidman 

940 Wayne Avenue 

Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 

Enclosed is a very inadequate Poloroid picture of the 1850 $20 gold piece 
I do not think the picture does anything to confirm its proof status, but 
thought you might like to have it just for your records. 


Sincer^y, 

IXIC 

R. Tettenhorst 


Enclosure 
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BERNARD EDISON 

220 NORTH FOURTH STREET 
SUITE A 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63102 


August 27, 2009 


Mr. Julian Leidman 
940 Wayne Avenue 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 


Dear Julian: 


It was nice to read in Coin World that you had been given an award 
based on exemplary ethical standards. 


That is no surprise to me, since many decades ago Eric suggested 
you to me as a highly ethical coin dealer. I am glad to see they 
got the award right! 


Sincerely, 


mb 



